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‘“ Beyond a doubt,” he concluded in his own mind,
‘““that is true. I must obey God. But who will
loosen the chains that keep me captive?’’ In a word,
he felt himself too weak, and saw his misfortune
without being able, as yet, to extricate himself
from it. '

Finally, grace crowned its work. Last winter,
when one of the most important personages of the
Nation, whom God had touched first of all, lost
courage and, just as he was on the point of being
baptized, refused the happiness of the children of God,
this man took his place, and was quite changed in a
moment. He suddenly broke his chains, and burst
the bonds of his captivity. He began to pray to God
publicly; he renounced the superstitions of the coun-
try; he laughed at those who opposed his designs;
and it was manifest in his person that in one moment
the Holy Ghost gives, to a heart of which he wills to
take possession, strength greater than was [138] the
depth of its weakness, when abandoned to the base-
ness of a corrupt nature.

His fervor has increased since his Baptism, he con-
tinues to progress in the spirit of Faith, that ani-
mates his zeal, that inflames his charity, that gives life
to everything that he does, and makes him known
everywhere as an excellent Christian. He has won
his wife over to God, and teaches her himself, to
prepare her for grace. ‘' No,”” he sometimes says,
‘“I no longer find difficulty in anything. Everything
is easy to me, and I feel that I walk in a road all
smoothed, knowing what I know. Even if those who
have taught me should league themselves against me,
and should drive me away from the company of the
Christians, I would have recourse to God. He would



